LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Definition of "Family"
To the Editor:--While reviewing articles about curricula for generalist training, I came upon the interesting article by Noble et al. in the April 1994 supplement to the Journal. t In the section on family-oriented care, the authors state that "A family has been defined as a group of intimates with both a history and a future" t (p. 534), but the authors do not give attribution to the originators of that definition. In their classic article in jAMA, Ransom and Vandervoort stated,; Family medicine is an emerging discipline concerned with the relationship of life in small groups to health, illness, and care. Its focus is on the ecology of relations among individuals in families and between families and their surrounding environment. [The term family is used in the broadest sense to describe any group of intimates with a history and a future.) Family medicine aims toward understanding and changing health problems that cannot be managed successfully by dealing exclusively with the individual and his or her illness, abstracted from the pattern of recurrent interpersonal situations that shape and transform a human life. 2 (p. 1099)
Good ideas (and definitions) ultimately are incorporated into their larger context. The identity of the authors or originators of the idea often fades with time, as is likely here. If this superb definition of family is to endure, it seems appropriate to attribute it to its original authors. 
